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Abstract

Between the ninth and the fifteenth centuries, most of the Jews lived under the
Islamic rule. At the time, Jews interacted with the Islamic civilization and they
were rather a significant component that contributed to its culture. As a result,
Judaism interacted naturally with rationalism sweeping all Arab and Muslim
geography at that time. This rationalization process affected Judaism tremendously
so that there became a relatively new formed Judaism in comparison to the one

existed in the previous times.

One cannot understand the process of rationalization of Judaism (In other words:
making Jewish believes compatible with reason) at that time without taking the
Islamic context in consideration. Arab Sciences were divided into two main
groups: Kalam (Theology) and Philosophy. The science of Kalam was
characterized by its reconciling soul between reason and tradition, while

Philosophy was characterized by its independence from tradition.

Representatives of these sciences discussed several issues such as predestination,
God existence, creation, prophecy, anthropomorphism, eschatology, the oneness of
Allah, attributes, and many other topics that haven’t been discussed thoroughly by

contemporary researchers and specialists. Time of creation (The period God had



needed to create the world) is one of the most unexplored issues in Arab Jewish

philosophy.

In this context, Saadia Gaon (Baghdad, 882-942) is considered the first Jewish
Mutakalim (theologist) and philosopher. He introduced methods and topics of
Islamic Kalam and philosophy to Judaism in The Middle Ages. Saadia discussed
such topics and had view on them as he was the chief of Sura Academy in

Mesopotamia that was a reference to Jews all over the world.

This research aims to find out Saadia’s philosophical doctrine on time of creation.
This aim was achieved by studying carefully his views as expressed in his Kalam
and philosophical books: “The Book of Doctrines and Believes” (Kitab al-amanat
wa-al-i‘tigadat) and “Commentary on Sefer Yetzirah” (Tafsir Kitab Al-Mabadi),

all while keeping in mind the Islamic context.

To this end, the following questions have been answered: How did Saadia manage
to reconcile between principles of tradition, which insist on creation in time, and
principles of reason that suggest creation at on stoke without time? What is
Saadia’s philosophical doctrine on the topic? What are the philosophical

foundations and roots of this doctrine?

The findings of the research determined that Saadia believes in creation ex nihilo at

one stroke without time, but the appearance of the already created world had taken



six days. The researcher further established the influence of The Arab philosopher
Al-Kindi (Baghdad, d. 873) on this matter. However, Saadia added his touches on
the doctrine with some arguments from Judaism, in an attempt to maintain a

balance between his religious belief and reason.
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